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TEN-T and CEF
TEN-T - Regulation:

A dual layer approach based on an objective  
methodology:

✓ A core network – 9 corridors + MOS, focusing on 
the  strategically most important parts, to be 
realised by 2030

✓ A comprehensive network to ensure accessibility 
to all regions, to be realised by 2050

Ambitious standards

CEF Regulation – priorities: 

• TEN-T corridors: 
• Cross border, bottleneck and missing 

links

• Priority projects identified in CEF – Annex I

• Horizontal priorities: 

• Innovation, ERTMS, SESAR, MOS, urban 
nodes 
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• EUR 24 billion CEF transport financial envelope for the 
period 2014-2020 has already been allocated to a large 
extent

• Since 2014 five waves of calls for project proposals have 
been launched (in 2014, 2015, 2016, 2017 and 2018)

• In total close to 650 projects receive CEF co-funding and 
as of 2018, EUR 23 billion have been allocated

• Including close to EUR 3 billion for the maritime and 
inland navigation sector

• Over 50bn of investment mobilised

• Q1 2019 CEF Transport call for proposals (€100 million) 
(ports in comprehensive TEN-T network eligible)

• https://ec.europa.eu/inea/en/connecting-europe-
facility/cef-transport/apply-funding/2019-cef-transport-
call-proposals

• Q2 2019 CEF Transport Blending Facility (pending budgetary 

authority and MS approval at CEF Committee on March 25)

CEF Transport funding 2014 -2020

https://ec.europa.eu/inea/en/connecting-europe-facility/cef-transport/apply-funding/2019-cef-transport-call-proposals
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Annual call 
2019

EUR 100 million

Cross-border sections 
Rail, Road 

Connections to and 
development of maritime 
ports

EUR 65 million

Reducing rail freight 
noise: retrofitting of 
existing rolling stock

EUR 35 million

✓ TEN-T Comprehensive 
network

✓ Reimbursement of eligible 
costs actually incurred

✓ TEN-T network
✓ Unit costs: unit 

contributions per 
type of wagon
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Priority 1: Cross-border sections rail-road / maritime ports

Studies and/or Works 

TEN-T Comprehensive network 

Reimbursement of eligible costs actually incurred

RAIL ROAD Maritime ports

Actions in line with the requirements of Regulation (EU) No 1315/2013:

Chapter II, section 1 Chapter II, section 3 Chapter II, section 4

Maximum possible rates of co-funding: Studies 50% / Works:

40% 10%* 20%



Maritime ports:"Ideal" proposals

Improvement of rail access to a comprehensive port 

Land reclamation and construction of LNG bunkering facility in a
port

Construction of an access channel
or investing in navigational aids
improving access to a port

Internal basin lengthening for accommodating larger ro-pax vessels

Building port reception facility for scrubber sludge from ships

Capital dredging to increase the depth of fairway

IT system to improve the connectivity with other actors in the supply 
chain e.g. through port community system development

Facility and equipment for 
container security checks in 
a port
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Innovative finance: EFSI, CEF DI and blending: 
~EUR 60bn of investment by 2020

• EFSI, as of December 2018, 67 operations contributing to transport objectives 
triggering a total €27 billion in related investment. In addition, 6 programmes have 
been pre-approved for 2.6 bn of EFSI financing.

• This represents around 11% of the overall investment from the Infrastructure and 
Innovation Window (IIW) of the EFSI. 

• Further CEF Debt Instrument: portfolio of 12 projects (3 ports and the GSGP) 
leveraging €13.6 billion of investment (8 projects signed since 2014 leveraging more 
than €4.5 billion).

• Pipeline clean transport: 2.4 bn

• BLENDING (calls): €1.4 billion of EU grants to 74 projects selected expected to 
mobilise up to €7.9 billion of investment.
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Blending - Rationale

• Simplify access to EU financing for potential project beneficiary
interested in attracting market-based financing but in need of support
through grants or financial instruments.

• Supporting projects which need a grant support because of
limited financial viability, but have the potential to attract market-
based financing.

• Align the grant decision and management process in a way
better attuned to the life-cycle of projects: under the facility, projects
will apply when ready (e.g. after banks due diligence) on a rolling
basis (as opposed to fixed deadline under calls).

• Increase the certainty on the financial solidity and financial readiness
of projects through bank co-financing and backing of a project
into the project design, and ensuring implementation in time
and budget.
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CEF Blending Call (2017-2018)

• Blending, in the context of the CEF Call, is the combination of EUR 1.4 bn of
CEF grants with finance from the EIB, notably the EFSI, or with finance from
National Promotional Banks or private investors.

• As for a "conventional call", but:

➢ Letter of support by public or private financial institutions to be included in
the submission;

➢ Financial readiness evaluated to assess project "maturity" and "impact“;

➢ Disbursement of grants conditional to financial close.

• 74 projects selected in all modes of transport :
https://ec.europa.eu/inea/sites/inea/files/cef_blending_call_brochure_alltogether_20171205_final_web.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/inea/sites/inea/files/2017_cef_blending_call_brochure_20180926_last.pdf

• Dedicate advisory for blending available: http://eiah.eib.org/

https://ec.europa.eu/inea/sites/inea/files/cef_blending_call_brochure_alltogether_20171205_final_web.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/inea/sites/inea/files/2017_cef_blending_call_brochure_20180926_last.pdf
http://eiah.eib.org/
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CEF - Blending Facility
(pending budgetary authority and MS approval at CEF 

Committee on March 25)

• The CEF BF is set by work programme and will be coordinated by the
Commission, which will engage with Implementing Partners (IP)
such as the EIB and National Promotional Banks (NPBs) –
setting administrative agreements.

• The CEF Transport Blending Facility is a cooperation framework with
a view to combining the following support from CEF individually or in
combination where appropriate:

o investment grants or
o financial instruments backed by CEF Debt Instrument (CEF DI)

with financing from the EIB, including under EFSI or the CEF DI, or
NPBs or private-sector finance institutions and private sector
investors
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Blending facility: budget, scope

• Subject to CEF Committee on 25/3 to endorse the work programme 

• Budget: up to EUR 350 million 

• Focus on investment grants to deploy ERTMS and deployment of 
Alternative Fuels (both land and maritime) along TEN-T core network 
and core nodes (e.g. core ports)

• Support for both the AF infrastructure and for mobile assets. For 
mobile assets support to the costs differential of the innovative solution 
against the conventional solution

• As for "alternative fuels" the level of grant (maximum co-funding 
20%) is set in work programme, based on market assessment. 
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Blending facility: (tentative) timeline

• From Q2 2019: launch of the facility and promoters engaging with 
Implementing Partners

• From Q3 2019: Blending operations to be identified and included in the
pipeline

• From Q4 2019 till mid-2021 : Blending operations included in
the pipeline, can apply for grant support

• From application (evaluation) to decision up to 5 months

• Payements (construction) till 2023

• Advisory available (EIAH-JASPERS): http://eiah.eib.org/

http://eiah.eib.org/


CEF COHESION FUND & ERDF

I. SINGLE MARKET, INNOVATION & 

DIGITAL

− € 12.85 Bn - Transport - General 

Envelope

II. COHESION & VALUES

− € 11.3 Bn – Transport - Cohesion 

Envelope

V. SECURITY & DEFENCE

− € 6.5 Bn – Transport - Military 

Mobility

II.    COHESION & VALUES

− Cohesion Fund (total €41.35 Bn)

− ERDF (total €200.63 Bn)

Several policy objectives are covered, 

with the envelope for transport and its 

sharing by MS and Regions to be 

calculated during the programming 

exercise to be finalized by 2020/2021. 

INVESTEU HORIZON EUROPE

I. SINGLE MARKET, INNOVATION & 

DIGITAL

− € 11.5 Bn Sustainable Infrastructure 

(including Transport) : € 185 Bn

mobilized 

I. SINGLE MARKET, INNOVATION 

& DIGITAL

− € 15 Bn Climate, Energy and Mobility

TRANSPORT IN THE EU LONG-TERM BUDGET PRIORITIES



InvestEU

Window 
Budgetary 

guarantee

Mobilised 

investment

(estimate)

Sustainable Infrastructure 11 500 185 000

Research, Innovation and 
Digitisation

11 250 200 000

SMEs 11 250 215 000

Social investment and skills 4 000 50 000

TOTAL (EUR Million, in current prices) 38 000 650 000

▪ Policy driven instrument

▪ DGs ENER and MOVE are co-chairs of the Sustainable 

Infrastructure Window 

▪ InvestEU Advisory : EUR 525m + top up from others EU Programs 

(ESIF - JASPERS)
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THANK YOU FOR YOUR ATTENTION

MORE INFORMATION AVAILABLE AT

http://ec.europa.eu/transport

http://ec.europa.eu/invest-eu

http://www.eib.org/invest-eu

https://ec.europa.eu/inea

#InvestEU



CEF Blending: Example of projects selected









• EFSI: Ports accessibility (investment platform)

Structure of the Project



CEF DI: Port of Calais (France) 
Project Bond Credit Enhancing


